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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention 
is directed to the Written Opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority 
for PCT/US02/15482 listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08B, which is related to the 
instant case, and in which U.S. Patent No. 5,892,535 has been cited. U.S. Patent No. 
5,892,535 was disclosed by the applicants in a previously submitted IDS filed February 
26, 2003. A copy of the Written Opinion of the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority is also enclosed. 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner return a copy of the enclosed 



Form PTO/SB/08B upon consideration of the above referenced information. (Although 
not itself prior art, the Written Opinion of the International Preliminary Examining 
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Authority has been listed under the Other Prior Art section on the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08B for the sake of good order, to enable the Examiner to indicate to applicants 
that the Written Opinion was considered by the Examiner.) 



first Office Action on the merits, and so is submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b)(3). Accordingly, no fee is required with the submission of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. In the event that any fee is required, however, the Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to charge the amount of such fee to the undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 19-4709. 



respectfully requested. In the event that there are any questions, or should additional 
information be required, please do not hesitate to contact applicant's attorney at the 
number listed below. * 
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Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of this application is 



James J. TpeCMor/ 
Registration 3fB,120 
Attorney for Applicants 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 
180 Maiden Laie 
New York, Nefr York 10038 
212-806-540(/ 
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PTO/SB/08B (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U. S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
f er the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB controi number. 
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